Programme Resources

Magazine Articles

Introductory Letter or Leaflet

Letter to accompany Pledge Form

Pledge Form

Giftaid Declaration

Bank Standing Order Form

Giving Cards for Standing Order Users

Three Sample Magazine Articles

The following are outlines of material to be included in Parish Magazines in the appropriate editions before and during the Christian Giving Initiative.  These can go out in the name of the clergy or that of the planning group or the Parochial church Council.  If you do not have a parish magazine you may wish to give these out along with the service sheets.

ARTICLE ONE

As most of you will by now be aware, the Parish is engaged in looking at Christian Giving.  The costs of the local church – particularly of having a Vicar – have been substantially subsidised over the years by the Representative Body.  However as many of you know, the amount available from that source is diminishing all the time.  This means that costs are being borne more and more by the local church. The main source of income is increasingly the giving of the committed so what I am saying here is primarily to those who are members of St……..

This month I want to clear the ground a little – for I am aware that the whole area concerning ‘money’ is one which causes anxiety largely due to misunderstanding.  So here goes!  Here are some thoughts for you to ponder.  

· Mission costs money, because mission takes place in the real world where money is the normal means of exchange.

· Our church has been given a mission by God – to make disciples of those who are at present ‘outside’.  That mission needs to be resourced with vision, people, buildings and money.

· This mission is God’s work.  We believe God’s work is to be resourced (i.e. paid for) by God’s people (i.e. those within the committed fellowship).

· We are talking primarily about the day to day work of the local church (not ‘works’ like restoring buildings etc.)

· The Christian ‘giving’ we are talking about is not ‘fundraising’.  It is the giving by God’s people in a proportionate way – i.e. releasing a meaningful and proportionate part of what we have, (our income) to be used by God’s people for God’s work in this place.

· God has already given all the ‘money’ necessary to resource his mission in this place.  There will be no miraculous crock of gold which will descend into our midst because of our present programme.  What we pray will happen will be that God’s spirit will move many to take a realistic look at their level of giving and see that it is at present, in the case of many, no more than a token gift out of the ‘left overs’.  How does your giving to resource God’s work compare with the cost for example of a bottle of wine, 3 tins of dog food, two pints of beer, a gallon of petrol – is it realistic or not?

· Primarily Christian giving is not to be ‘needs directed’.  Yes the local church has financial needs which have to be met – but our giving is out of our need to give in response to the God who gives and loves to give – but more of that next month.

· At the heart of our Gospel is the generosity of God.  Is our generosity in any way a reflection of that?

· We want to make every effort to become more effective as a Church in bringing God’s love in Christ to the people of our parish.  How committed are you to that work and what does the level of your giving say about your commitment to that work?

The next (12) weeks are a time of informing and learning.

Will you be involved?  It is to be a time of thinking.  To help with that please:

· Read any literature you may receive, particularly the free booklet which is being given to every committed church member during our programme.

· Read the Magazine articles on the subject which will appear during our programme.

· Make an effort to be in church to hear the teaching on ‘giving’ there.

· Be prepared to make a prayerful response in the matter on Promise Sunday.

The beginning of thanking is thinking – think about what God has done for you: think seriously about your giving – and in doing so let God begin the work of releasing you from the tyranny of possessions!!

Some dates for your diary;

Discussion/Study group  dates 

Details from……………………….

Distribution of invitations to Promise Sunday in the week beginning…………………

You may have an ‘Initiative’ prayer which you wish to use at this time.  Print it at the end of this article.

ARTICLE TWO

Last month I tried to clear the ground a little in preparation for our consideration of our giving. This month I want to try to look at some of the biblical guidelines about giving and the way we are directed to think about giving.  This is a vast subject so what follows will be of necessity scanty.

Paul, talking to the Corinthians about giving says, ‘On the first day of every week, each of you is to put something aside and store it up, as he may prosper, so that there will be no collecting when I come.’ (1 Cor. 16:2).  Here are principles – giving should be regular, part of our budgeting and proportionate to our income.

Let’s unpack that:

The first day of the week in Paul’s world was pay day.  All available money for the week was to hand as it were.  Paul was engaged in the task of providing money for the church at Jerusalem’s work with the poor widows.  He suggests that the Corinthians should regularly set aside an amount for that work – out of the total available at the beginning of the week not out of the left-overs (if any) at the end of the week.  

This same principle is that contained in the Old Testament record of God’s instruction to the people to tithe – ‘the tithe is mine’ – the first 1/10th of the Jew’s ‘income’ was spoken for before beginning on anything.  (The Discussion Study groups are looking in more depth at this whole principle).  Just remember, the instructions on the matter are God’s not man’s!  God has provided the means for effective mission – it is we who are disobedient in the matter of ‘giving’.

Underlying the call to regular giving is the principle that God has first claim on everything we have.

Giving should be planned and budgeted as a primary concern and a prime call on our disposable income.  (What is a definition of disposable income?  Everything after meeting our tax obligations seems a reasonable amount.  Don’t begin to deduct other things – gas, electric, mortgage, loans, holidays etc. – otherwise you’ll end up with God owing you!!).

Is your giving a properly thought out amount or is it a ‘tip’ for God made on the principle ‘how little can I get away with?’  (Isn’t it amazing how small a £20 note is at the supermarket check-out and how huge it becomes when it gets near the church offering plate!!)

Furthermore our giving should be a response to God’s blessing – ‘as the Lord has blessed us’.  In 1 Chronicles 29:10-14, we read…

“David praised the LORD in the presence of the whole assembly, saying, 
Praise be to you, O LORD, God of our father Israel, from everlasting to everlasting. Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the splendour, for everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, O LORD, is the kingdom; you are exalted as head over all. 

Wealth and honour come from you; you are the ruler of all things. In your hands are strength and power to exalt and give strength to all. Now, our God, we give you thanks, and praise your glorious name. 

But who am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this? Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand.

That is why we are inviting ONLY those committed to the life, worship and witness of St…… to make a pledged commitment to meaningful and sacrificial giving on Promise Sunday.

May I end this article with a word of encouragement.  God never asks anything of us without the promise of blessing. When he spoke through his prophet Malachi, he drew the attention of his people to the fact that they were trying to cheat and rob God – the God who had redeemed them.  In Malachi 1 the Lord speaks of those who know they should give of the best of their possessions but who choose to defy and cheat him.  And then in chapter 3 he speaks of the blessing to those who take God’s commands about proportionate giving seriously .

Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this, says the LORD Almighty, and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it. 

I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit, says the LORD Almighty. 

Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land, says the LORD Almighty.

Remember too Jesus’ words. 

‘Give and it will be given unto you.  A good measure pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap.  For with what measure you use it will be measured to you’.  (Luke 6:38)

Reminder again of our timetable.

Are you in a Discussion/Study Group?

If you are not, it is possible to have the Study worksheets to work through on your own- though of course it is considerably better to do so with others!

ARTICLE THREE

As expected, there has been some comment about our focus on Christian Giving – this is usually the case as we uncover some fundamental faith issues and talk about commitment – as we seek to transfer head knowledge into heart-dictated action.  If you are among the few who are getting a little angry – ask yourself, ‘Is it because what is being said is unbiblical or untrue?’ or ‘Is it because perhaps the truth is uncomfortable and hurts?’

What we have been talking about is one aspect of practical discipleship.  Over 1/6th of the words of Jesus are about possessions and our attitudes to them and the fact that wrong attitudes to them hinder our relationship with him and with the Father.

During the next few weeks you will receive an invitation to pledge your giving over the next year at the service on Promise Sunday.  You will be asked to sign a card saying that over the next year stating the amount you will try to give  per week or month.

Please remember:

· The card will be put into a sealed envelope and will only be seen by the Giftaid Secretary or the Treasurer – a person chosen chiefly because of his/her discretion.  Only you, God and this person will know your amount.

· It is not a legal contract!  If circumstances change then you can change your commitment

.

· The pledging is seen as part of our self offering and thus is totally appropriate within the context of worship.

We ask that in thinking about it you make your giving:

· Proportionate – in a meaningful way.

· Regular – not just when you feel like it.

· Sacrificial – not something you’ll never miss.

· Cheerfully – not grudgingly.

· A statement of your commitment to Jesus and his Church

· Something of which you are neither proud nor ashamed.

· Prayerfully – seeking God’s guidance not selfish interest.

** If you are paying income tax, you should make a Giftaid declaration.  It will cost you nothing!  (The Chancellor wants to give back to the church the tax you have already paid on the money you are giving.  )  This means that for every £1 you give, at least an additional 25p can be claimed.  Please tick the Giftaid box on Promise Sunday.

Below are five statements of faith.

· I believe in God, the Father of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.

· I want to follow the Christian way of life.

· I want to worship God at my church services and to enable the continuance of regular worship at St……..

· I believe that my life and all I possess are a gift from God to be used in His service.

· I want to respond by returning am meaningful part of my income for God’s work through my church each week.

If you cannot really say ‘yes’ to these statements, we recommend you do not make a pledge on Promise Sunday.

If you can say yes you will be invited to make your response (privately) during the course of the service on Promise Sunday.

It is the fervent hope of the PCC that all who are invited will think and pray about this matter, and come to the service ready to honour God and ensure the continuation of His work with a pledge of commitment.

A reminder of the date of Promise Sunday again. Your presence is cordially requested!

What can we do now?

Please pray for the Programme and its success in achieving open and honest consideration of Giving.  Not on the basis of what we have always done but in the light of what we will discover from God’s revealing.  

Please consider your involvement and give it your wholehearted support.  

Please consider being involved in the Study Groups – complete and return the enclosed response form.

Please give careful and prayerful consideration to the response you will be asked to make in commitment on Promise Sunday.  

Please remember this is not about ‘balancing the books’ but about ‘resourcing mission’.

And the Timetable?
Programme Launch
[date]
Study Groups Begin
[date]
Promise Sunday
[date]
Thanksgiving Sunday
[date]
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Christian Disciples 

Learning together about Giving
A Stewardship Programme in the Diocese of St Asaph 

in 2008

Awakening congregations to their responsibility in resourcing the 

mission of the local church

Using

A multi-pronged approach to raising the issues, teaching and 

challenging commitment
Introducing the programme

This comes as an introduction to the Programme and is an invitation to you, as someone committed to the life and work of the church, to be involved.  The Programme is one which has already been used in other  Dioceses.  It is now being used in this Diocese under the guidance of Bishop John.

Have I got my Giving right?   

God’s call to us is to discipleship.  The Bible invites us to “believe and trust in God” and to seek to respond to and work out that faith in our daily lives - that’s what discipleship means.  Part of that discipleship will be a seeking “to be and do right” in every aspect of our lives, not least in our attitude to Giving in general – our time, our particular talents or gifts - and the Giving of our money in particular. This is not Giving just to balance the books but Giving which seriously addresses the business of  resourcing God’s mission, which is part of the privilege of our calling.  It is this area of discipleship which the programme will seek to address.

What we are about is not just raisng funds – there is a place for that as we will learn during the programme.  Nor are we about making people feel guilty about their present levels of  Giving.  Nor are we about telling people what to do.  We want to help you to get your giving’ right – what God wants of you.  We want everyone to play his or her part in providing for the mission of our church.

Many  have been faithful, regular and generous Givers over many years.  Many make their Giving a matter of 

prayerful decision week by week and month by month.  However, experience shows that for many others, Giving is not particularly thought out but is ‘what we’ve always put on the plate!’.  

At the heart of the programme is the question,  “What criteria do you use to make your decision about the level of your regular Giving?”  Is it, “This is what I’ve always done”?  Or is it, “This is what I believe God wants me to give?”

What is to happen?
Through different avenues of teaching we hope, over the coming weeks, to help  you make a ‘new or renewed decision’  in this aspect of your discipleship.  The teaching will attempt to uncover God’s guidelines in the matter.   It will be teaching given in the context of our understanding of ourselves as called by God  to the privilege of being co-workers with Him in His enterprise.  It is not ‘crisis-focussed’ but ‘grace-focussed’ – the generous, overflowing gift of His love in Christ.  
During the programme we will adhere to these three stewardship principles:

· Giving to resource God's work is primarily the responsibility of the household of faith

· It is to resource God's mission not just to 'balance the books.

· It is an integral dimension of our discipleship.
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Yes I would like to take part in a Group Bible Study.

Name

Phone No.

Please return to: [insert name and address of Group Study Co-ordinator]
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Please return to: [insert name and address of Group Study Co-ordinator]
Sample Letter To Congregation To Accompany Pledge Card

[Date]

To all members of the Congregation, Electoral Roll 

and subscribers to the Planned Giving scheme.

The financial support of many to the life and mission of our church is vital.  Many are most generous in their offerings and we are all most grateful for their commitment and obvious sacrifice in their giving.

Once again we are inviting you to review your giving to see if you feel it is as it should be in your present circumstances.  We last invited you to do so in [insert year of last Stewardship programme].

If you are not in the scheme for regular, pledged giving may I invite you to consider that and so help your church to budget its money properly.

Whether you are already giving or not, please consider the recent teaching on this subject, either in church or in the Bible Study Groups.  Then, after prayerful consideration, complete the enclosed card which will be received during the offering on Promise Sunday which will take place on [insert date of Promise Sunday].  If you are unable to attend the Promise Sunday service you may return your pledge  by posting in the box at the rear of the church.

Thank you for your partnership in our mission.

Yours faithfully

Investing In Mission

GIVING PLEDGE CARD

Name 
__________________________________________________

Address 
__________________________________



__________________________________



__________________________________

In recognition of the goodness of God, and of my responsibility to Him to play my part in resourcing His work through His Church –

I will gladly and honestly try to give back to Him during the next year:

£ ______ per week / month

for the maintenance and extension of God’s work in this parish and throughout the world.

I understand that my giving may be revised or cancelled at any time.

Signed ____________________________  Date ___________

Please tick the appropriate boxes:

I require / already have weekly envelopes and will return 52 of them  (
I wish to sign / have already signed a monthly Bank Standing Order (
I pay Income Tax and will sign / have already signed a Gift Aid form
(
Remember:

· No one will tell you how much to give.  You may give a percentage of your monthly income, or your first hour’s pay each week, or the same as you spend on some other necessity or hobby or habit or luxury.  The decision is yours.

· Please think prayerfully before filling in this pledge card.

· Please put this pledge card in an envelope and return to the Treasurer in the envelope provided.

· Only the Treasurer will know the amount you pledge and how you pay.

· If you pay tax, signing a Gift Aid form costs nothing and adds at least 25 pence for every pound.

· Plese remember your Church when making a Will.

· Let your attitude be gratitude!

Investing In Mission

Using Gift Aid means that for every pound you give, we get at least an extra 25 pence from the Inland Revenue, helping your donation go further.

Imagine what a difference that could make, and it doesn’t cost you a thing.

So if you want your donation to go further, Gift Aid it.  Just complete this form and put it in the envelope with your pledge form.
First Name
Surname


Address



Postcode

I want all donations I’ve made since 6 April 2000 and all donations in the future to be Gift Aid until I notify you otherwise.
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To qualify for Gift Aid, what you pay in income tax or capital gains tax must at least equal the amount we will claim in the tax year.
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I want all donations I’ve made since 6 April 2000 and all donations in the future to be Gift Aid until I notify you [image: image2.wmf]otherwise.

To qualify for Gift Aid, what you pay in income tax or capital gains tax must at least equal the amount we will claim in the tax year.
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Bank Standing Order Form

I would like to make donations by bank standing order
full name

address

postcode

standing-order mandate

to the manager

bank plc

branch

please debit my account no.

account name

with the sum of
£
per month

for the benefit of


Parochial Church Council

who bank at 

Bank PLC

sort code 
 

account no. 


commencing   
/
/
signed

date


Stewardship 

Card

This card represents my regular financial commitment to the work and ministry of my church


Stewardship 

Card

This card represents my regular financial commitment to the work and ministry of my church
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