Protocols for Eucharistic worship

A number of people have asked for advice about what is regular and

authorised in terms of eucharistic ministry in the Church in Wales. The introduction of new lay ministries and, in some places, the variety of ordained ministries (such as house for duty clergy, vocational deacons and non-stipendiary priests in charge), has raised questions about the provision of eucharistic worship. 

The rule of thumb is that regular acts of eucharistic worship, where there is a gathered congregation, are presided over by a priest.

There are a few, exceptional circumstances, where no priest is present in a church to preside at the eucharist. In these situations a deacon (or very occasionally an authorised lay person) leads a service that includes Holy Communion using bread and wine already consecrated by a priest. Wherever such services happen, specific consent is needed from the bishop, in advance, to the PCC and to the person leading worship, and the order of service used must be the Church in Wales' An Order for Holy Communion Outside the Eucharist (2006). The same protocols apply to parish groups meeting in homes where worship includes the eucharist. This ministry is usually called Communion by Extension but there is no title attached to the lay person exercising this ministry.

Communion outside the Eucharist includes ministry to the sick, housebound or to care/nursing homes. Here the reserved sacrament is taken out from a church by authorised lay people or by clergy and shared with those who are unable to attend the regular worship of the church. This may, in some cases, include small groups of people. Lay people exercising this ministry are known as Lay Pastoral Eucharistic Assistants and need to be approved by the PCC annually at the first meeting after the annual vestry. They are trained for this ministry by the parish priest. 

Lay Eucharistic Assistants are those who assist with the chalice at a service of Holy Eucharist; they are likewise trained by the parish priest and require the annual approval of the PCC. In the past both categories of eucharistic assistants received a licence but this will no longer be the case. As with other authorised ministries (see below) a database will be held at the bishop’s office for one year. A new list will be created every year and only those names submitted by PCCs for initial approval or renewal after the annual vestry meeting will be authorised. 

The intention of these protocols is to preserve the order of our church and to maintain unity and consistency in the diocese.

Protocols for Worship Leaders and Pastoral Assistants

Worship Leaders are lay people with gifts appropriate to leading non-eucharistic worship in their local parishes. Unlike Readers, who are our professional preachers, Worship Leaders do not preach sermons, though in certain circumstances they may deliver a short family-style address if this is prepared under the close supervision of their parish clergy. 

Pastoral Assistants work with their incumbent and others to provide for the pastoral needs of the parish. They may be involved in visiting, baptism or marriage preparation and other pastoral work as appropriate. The ministries of Worship Leaders and Pastoral Assistants are discerned with the help of the parish clergy and they need to be supported by the PCC. As with Eucharistic assistants’ ministry, these require the annual approval of the PCC.  Pastoral Assistants and Worship Leaders are commissioned at a service where all the ministries in a parish are affirmed together using a form of service which includes the renewal of baptismal vows. 

Training for Worship Leaders and Pastoral Assistants has been formalised and the first rounds of training for these ministries, organized at deanery level, have proved successful.
A newer ministry of Evangelists is now beginning in the diocese for those who are called to develop their skills at building networks for mission in their local community. Vittoria Hancock, our evangelism officer, is the contact person.

