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THE ELECTORAL ROLL

Every parish must have an Electoral Roll which is to be revised annually and renewed every five years. Inclusion on this Electoral Roll qualifies parishioners to vote and hold office within the Church in Wales.

Sections two and three of Chapter VI of the Constitution set out the basic administrative requirements which relate to the Electoral Roll.

These include: 

1. Eligibility 

2. PCC Management (by annual review and five yearly renewal) 

1. Eligibility
The precise details concerning the provisions governing eligibility for the inclusion of a person's name on the Electoral Roll can be found in Chapter VI, Section 2, sub-section 4, paragraphs a,b,c and d of the Constitution.

A lay person who is over 16 is eligible, provided that the person:
· is a communicant and not a member of a religious body not in communion with the Church in Wales (exemption requires written dispensation from the Bishop)
· is resident in the parish or, if not so resident, has habitually attended public worship in that parish during a period of six months prior to enrolment
· has signed the appropriate application form
· is not included on the Roll of any other parish in Wales, except with the consent of the Parochial Church Councils of both parishes. 

A person's name shall he removed if that person

· has died
· has become a Clerk in Holy Orders
· requests in writing that the name be removed
· is not a communicant or is a member of a religious body not in communion with the Church in Wales and does not have the dispensation from the Bishop, referred to above or having had it, has it withdrawn 

· ceases to reside in the parish, unless the person continues habitually to attend public worship
· or if not resident in the parish has ceased to attend public worship in the parish during the previous six months, except when prevented from attending due to illness or other sufficient cause 

· is included on the Roll of any other parish, except with the consent of the Parochial Church Councils of both parishes
· was not eligible initially and so was added to the Electoral Roll in error 
2. PCC Management of the Electoral Roll
The Parochial Church Council is responsible for the management of the Roll and should receive reports on actions required and taken. It may be useful to appoint a small Electoral Roll Committee or an Electoral Roll Officer to carry out the revision and to report to the PCC on its conclusions.

Annual Revision
The Roll must be revised annually prior to the Vestry meeting (which may be considered to be the equivalent of a secular organisation's Annual General Meeting).

· A copy of the Roll and notice of intention to revise shall be displayed near the principal door of each church in the parish for at least 14 days before the annual revision begins
· The revision shall be completed not less than 15 days prior to the Annual Vestry meeting and should be displayed near the principal door of each church in the parish for at least 15 days before that meeting. (In practical terms this means that the process of revision should therefore begin at least 5 weeks before the Annual Vestry meeting) 

The Constitution has specific requirements regarding the Electoral Roll's

· availability for inspection
· compliance
· appeals against refusal to include names on the Roll
· objections against inclusion of names
· retention and safe keeping
For further information on these points, please see Chapter VI sections four, five, six, seven, eight and nine of the Constitution.

New Electoral Roll
As noted in the opening paragraph of this chapter, the Constitution requires each Parochial Church Council to completely renew the Roll every 5 years. (This pattern of renewal was established in 1980 and the Constitution notes that the Electoral Roll should be renewed “.. in 1980, and in every fifth year thereafter”)

To facilitate this you will need to do the following: 

· notice of intention to prepare the new Roll should be displayed on the principal door of every church in the parish for at least 15 days beforehand; 

· the preparation of the new Electoral Roll should be supervised by the Parochial Church Council; 

· all those people wishing to have their names included on the Electoral Roll need to make an application. This includes all those whose names appeared on the previous Electoral Roll. 

· a copy of the new Roll must be displayed near the principal door of every church in the parish for at least fifteen days before the Annual Vestry Meeting. 

In addition to its administrative and 'constitutional' necessity this 5 yearly exercise is a valuable pastoral monitor since it provides both the Incumbent and Parochial Church Council with an assessment of 'membership'.
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