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In Touch with Fresh Expressions
 

Welcome to the first of an occasional ‘update’ mailing from the Fresh Expressions team. We are sending it out in response to requests from senior denominational leaders who have asked to be kept in touch more closely with what’s happening. These updates will go out about three times a year but, of course, you will be able to unsubscribe from the mailing if you wish. I know only too well how much information appears in the Inbox every day!
 

As you know, Fresh Expressions began as a result of the recognition that a range of experiments in church planting, on the fringe of the Church’s life, were central to its future mission. It was always as much about the importance of certain things the Church was already doing as about new things the Church should do. As such it was as much a movement as an initiative, and that is even more so now.
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Time and time again, we find local churches across the denominations, across the UK, asking the question, ‘Who will never be reached if we only do what we have traditionally done, or what we are doing now?’
 

In reply we continue to offer initial training through our mission shaped ministry courses, currently running in 10 locations. Our role also increasingly involves the telling of stories, reporting what God is doing in different places - our most recent DVD (expressions: making a difference) features 28 of them while our constantly updated story bank includes many more.
 

This story-telling is helping to network practitioners so that both good practice and lessons from failure can be shared, and to encourage local and regional partnership in mission – particularly through FEASTs (Fresh Expressions Area Strategy Teams).
 

Fresh Expressions round tables are gatherings at which members of our team meet with those who have a particular passion for, expertise in, or responsibility for the subject matter of that particular round table – such as discipleship, research, young adults or sacramental and contemplative. These meetings are places of mutual learning and challenge with a common commitment to ensure that fresh expressions grow in a healthy way. We welcome suggestions or requests to join our round tables, although we may not always be able to accommodate them.
 

In the next In Touch, we will be looking ahead to 2012 and what Fresh Expressions will be doing at the General Synod, Methodist Conference and URC General Assembly.
 

We are available for you at any time - either to come and chat to you personally or via email and phone. To find out more, contact me (graham.cray@freshexpressions.org.uk) or my colleagues Stephen Lindridge (Connexional Missioner for the Methodist Church) at stephen.lindridge@freshexpressions.org.uk and Linda Rayner (URC Coordinator for Fresh Expressions) at linda.rayner@freshexpressions.org.uk.
 

With every good wish,
 

Bishop Graham Cray
Archbishops' Missioner and leader of the Fresh Expressions team
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Special offer: encouraging fresh expressions of church
 

Our short booklet encouraging fresh expressions of church is packed with resources and information about starting, sustaining, supporting and finding more about all aspects of fresh expressions of church.
 

If you'd like copies of this booklet for your clergy, synod, circuit or other leaders then we can send you copies for just £1 per pack of 5 - that's just 20p a copy (usually £1).
 

You can take up this offer by emailing shop@freshexpressions.org.uk or by ordering online, entering the coupon code 'ITENC11' at the checkout and pressing the 'apply to order' button. Postage will be charged at the reduced rates of 50p (UK) and £4.50 (international).
