NOTE Re. ARCHIVES for StAR, from Rev. Clive Hughes as Diocesan Archives Adviser 
(1.) COPIES OF PARISH REGISTERS

It has been brought to my attention that some parishes are experiencing difficulties in obtaining facsimile copies of registers of baptisms, marriages, and burials after these have been deposited in County Record Offices.

Under agreements made between the Church in Wales and the CROs in the 1970s, they took custody of registers and automatically supplied one facsimile copy of each to the parishes concerned.  These terms were amended by a new agreement in November 2006 when the CIW made the Deanery the basic unit for determining which CRO should have custody of archives.
The new agreement contained a clause stating that automatic provision of facsimiles only applied to previous deposits, and this still applies : however, for new deposits from November 2006 onwards such facsimiles must be requested in writing at the time of deposit.  
Incumbents are advised to take note of this when depositing registers in future, as with budget cutbacks the CROs may be inclined to stand on the letter of the agreement and not provide facsimiles unless these are requested exactly as above.  If you are experiencing problems as regards this issue, please contact me at clive@hughes2003.fsnet.co.uk 
(2.)  Deanery and Parish Magazines and Newsletters
I have been asked to raise awareness of the historical value of Deanery and Parish Magazines and Newsletters.  Some of these especially in the Victorian period were professionally printed by companies such as The Church Monthly, and consist largely of ready-supplied topical articles of general interest; but many do have local church news inserted (on pages which tend to appear at the beginning and/or end of the magazines before these were bound).  
Others were entirely printed locally, and so reflect local events and issues in greater detail.  The survival of these periodicals has been haphazard, and while some are found in parish collections many more have been lost to posterity.  Their value can be considerable: from one Deanery magazine it was possible to reconstruct the burials which had taken place at a church whose Burial Register was later destroyed in a fire.   Another Parish magazine from the 1890s contains comments by the Vicar which suggest he had just taken his first holiday in 25 years!  Even more recent issues can contain material of historical interest.  
These magazines and newsletters are well worth preserving, and the National Library of Wales is at present trying to ascertain which issues still survive.  If you would like further advice please contact me on clive@hughes2003.fsnet.co.uk  
