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CHRISTMAS RETOOLED FOR TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY
(SOUTHAMPTON --  15.11.11 – for immediate release) – 
Educational charity Damaris and content producer ITN Productions are bringing Christmas right up to date this year. The two organisations are joining forces to promote an online competition developed by ITN Productions to retell the Nativity story, with Damaris featuring the contest on their innovative online video Christmas Countdown calendar.

The trailer for ITN Productions’ The Nativity Factor is currently the featured video at www.damaris.org/advent . From 1st December, a new video will appear every day, enabling web users to give the traditional Christian observance of Advent a thoroughly modern refit. The Christmas Countdown Calendar is completely free, and the website includes a link that will enable anyone to put the calendar onto their own website in the run in to Christmas. Daily videos include contributions from leading Christian speakers and thinkers such as Philip Yancey, Krish Kandiah, Anna Robbins and Andrew White (the vicar of Baghdad).

Meanwhile, working under the strapline ‘One story. Thousands of storytellers’, ITN Productions’ The Nativity Factor offers budding film-makers the chance to creatively retell the traditional Nativity story. There’s a prize of £5,000 for the winning entry, with the best under 16 entry winning £1,000 and a day at the ITN studios in London. 

Would be contestants should submit their videos at www.thenativityfactor.com before the deadline of 2nd December. ITN Productions will upload entries to a dedicated YouTube Nativity Factor channel and promote them at www.facebook.com/thenativityfactor. The winners, which will be chosen by an expert panel including former Destiny’s Child member Michelle Williams, will be announced on 14th December. The judges are open to traditional storytelling, off-the-wall reinterpretations and anything in between.

Damaris co-Founder Nick Pollard said: ‘We’re delighted to use our Christmas Countdown Calendar to promote such an exciting competition as The Nativity Factor. The Christmas story is timeless, but we need to use modern media to tell that story. The Christmas Countdown Calendar and the Nativity Factor are two excellent examples of different ways of doing just that.’

(ends)

*For more information on the Christmas Countdown Calendar contact Steve Alexander at Damaris Trust (023 8068 2750 or steve.alexander@damaris.org). For more information on The Nativity Factor contact Dan Faulks at ITN Productions (0207 430 4825 or DAN.FAULKS@ITN.CO.UK)
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