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Repair Grants for Places of Worship (RPOW) in Wales

Information update: November 2011
This circular has been sent to all architects/professionals and faith bodies who have previously prepared and assisted with Repair Grants for Places of Worship (RPOW) applications in Wales. 

RPOW grant budgets 

As their income has reduced many funding organisations have had less grant money to distribute.   The Heritage Lottery Fund is not in this position and funds available for grants including RPOW in Wales have in the past year increased slightly and we wish to reassure potential applicants that new applications continue to be welcomed.
Bidding rounds are still competitive however and projects should continue to be focused on urgently required repairs with grant requests between £10,000 and £100,000.   Most applications we receive are well below the maximum grant level.

We can offer grants of up to 90% of eligible project costs although applicants will be expected contribute as much as they can through their own resources and additional fund raising.
Please see our website for further details – www.hlf.org.uk

VAT and the Listed Places of Worship Scheme
Until recently, the Listed Places of Worship Scheme (LPWS), which is not administered by HLF, enabled places of worship to reclaim the VAT paid on repair projects and associated professional fees and consequently the HLF did not support these costs.
However, changes to the LPWS earlier this year mean that VAT paid on professional fees cannot be reclaimed and less money overall is available to reclaim the VAT paid on repair costs.
As a consequence the following costs are now eligible for HLF RPOW support and can be included in new grant applications:
· The VAT associated with professional fees
· 50% of the VAT associated with repair costs.

Available LPWS funds may fluctuate according to demand and we advise applicants to contact the Listed Places of Worship Scheme directly for the latest information.
On line application process

The on-line application should be completed on-line from our website. www.hlf.org.uk .
The process

An online account is set up; this requires an email address and a password will need to be created. This enables the form to be completed in sections. The applicant can log in and out as often as they like.  When the final version of the on line application form is complete, one copy should be printed off and signed by someone other than the stated main contact, then sent for counter signature by the relevant faith body.  The online form will then need to be submitted to HLF.  All other additional information and documents can then be uploaded and submitted online or sent in hard paper copy.  
Online is the preferred method of application. If an applicant does not have access to the internet then a hand written application can be submitted, however we would ask to be notified of this in advance.
Application dates
The next deadlines for applications are 31st March 2012 and 30th September 2012

Further support
We encourage potential grant applicants to complete a very simple on line pre application form which will help us provide guidance before a detailed application is submitted. 
For further details and information on funding please see the diocesan website http://www.churchinwales.org.uk/asaph/life/funding/grants/  or contact:Tracey White, Parish Funding Officer; e mail: traceywhite@churchinwales.org.uk ; telephone: 01745 532589.
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