Link with South West Tanganyika
The Diocese of St Asaph is building a companionship link with the Diocese of South West Tanganyika, which is part of the Province of the Anglican Church of Tanzania.

The Diocese of South West Tanganyika was formed in 1952 from the Diocese of Nyasaland.  It is situated in the Southern Highlands of Tanzania, and the headquarters of the diocese is in the town of Njombe.  Two further dioceses have been formed from South West Tanganyika since its inception as a diocese.  These are Ruvuma (in 1971) and the Southern Highlands (in 1999).  The remaining Diocese of South West Tanganyika is divided into five deaneries and a total of thirty parishes.  Each parish will contain several small churches - ranging between five and ten per parish - which together with the main parish church make up the parish as a whole, with each parish covering a far wider area than any parish in our own diocese.  The smaller churches are led by lay Evangelists, and each parish should have a Parish Priest (there are some vacancies) responsible for the day to day management of the parish and for its spiritual welfare.  The shortage of parish clergy means that training is a high priority for the diocese.

Most of the church members are to be found in the south-western part of the diocese, in villages along the shores of Lake Nyasa and in the mountains and valleys behind the Lake. The north and east of the diocese is essentially a missionary area, though the church here has been growing rapidly.  Village life is very simple, with no telephones or postal service, no electricity and in some cases no running water.  The diocese is working hard to be less dependent on outside help, and has a number of income generating projects, such as shops and a project for making roof tiles. 

The diocese also has a small mission hospital, in the parish of Milo (supported by USPG), along with a health centre in Njombe and three dispensaries.  The doctor in charge at Milo Hospital, Dr Douglas Lwoga, is also the Diocesan Health Secretary.  The diocese also operates the Milo Christian Training Centre, where Evangelists and other church members can receive training in basic theology and religious studies, as well as aspects of community development.  The diocese is able to fund half the expenses of those who train as lay Evangelists.

The Diocesan Synod is chaired by the Bishop, and has a General Secretary who acts as the Chief Manager for the Synod, with its three administrative houses, the House of Bishops, the House of Clergy and the House of Lay Leaders.  Since the retirement in 2006 of Bishop Michael Westall, the Diocese of South West Tanganyika has an episcopal vacancy, though elections are expected to be held soon.  At present the Diocese is administered by Canon Julius Mligo,  Dean of the Cathedral, as its Vicar General.  Meanwhile he is assisted in the Cathedral by Rev. Fr. Emmanuel Shapemba who is also the head of the Diocesan Youth Department.

Companionship literally means "sharing bread together" - and the companion links we hope to form will involve sharing our hopes and dreams, ideas and problems, joys and sorrows, as we commit ouselves to work and pray for each other as members together of the Body of Christ.  We are sure we will have much to learn from one another, and much to offer to one another, within this new relationship which we hope will be both fruitful and joyful.   

