Statement of Intent

on the Establishment of a Companion Link

between the Diocese of St Asaph and the Diocese of South West Tanganyika

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

1
Our purpose in making this Companion Link will be to journey together as brothers and


sisters in Christ, sharing in our pilgrimage of faith and discipleship.

2
We shall therefore wish to work in partnership as equals, while at the same time


recognising our distinctiveness, and respecting our cultural heritage and identities.

3
We would seek to develop the link relationship through

· mutual affirmation of strengths and abilities

· trust and openness in relationship and conversation

· commitment to service and mutual support, and

· sharing resources - human, economic, cultural and spiritual.

4
Our aim in companionship would be to advance the Kingdom of God by

· strengthening mission and evangelism within the communities of each diocese

· developing and increasing awareness between us of solidarity in Christ's service

· learning of and from one another's cultural heritage, and

· establishing effective and practical friendship links.

5
We would therefore seek to commit ourselves to

· pray regularly for one another

· share ideas and information, and to celebrate together

· encourage and support one another in practical and strategic ways

· promote visits and exchanges between our dioceses, and

· enable awareness and contact at local levels within our churches and communities.

6
The Companion Link agreement we make would be

· for an initial period of five years

· reviewed and evaluated towards the end of that five year period

· rooted in the Five Marks of Mission, and

· guided by the Ten Principles of Partnership established by the Anglican Consultative Council.

7
Our hope is that the link as it develops through that time will

· provide opportunities for mission as conversation

· create friendships and partnerships

· enhance our awareness not only of one another, but of the wider Church

· enable the interaction of "world" and "local" church, and

· enable the world to recognise more clearly God's mission.

