This is a slightly longer version of ‘Dosbarthiadau yn Cysylltu’ which is in the current edition of Pobl Dewi.
CONNECTING CLASSROOMS
Carol James, Headteacher of Penboyr School and Project Co-ordinator for ‘Connecting Classrooms’, celebrates a successful visit to India

As part of the Connecting Classrooms project funded by the British Council, six teachers from Carmarthenshire visited Cuttack, in India, in January to further develop relationships between our schools.  

The Indian teachers had visited us at Penboyr School last March and, so far, we have worked together on the themes ‘Come Dance with Me', 'My World Nature', 'My Square Mile, My Pride' and 'Light at the End of the Tunnel'. On 21st January, Emyr Brown and Sharron Evans from BrynTeg, Michelle Davies from Dafen School,  Helen Thomas from Ysgol Dyffryn Taf, and, from Penboyr School,  Sharon Vobe and I, set off on the 39 hour journey to Bhubaneswar. 
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We began our school visits at Kazibazar Government High School for girls aged 5-16, where we observed lessons, a traditional craft fair and a project to help the environment. We also had an opportunity to have our hands painted with Mehndi patterns.  

Next we visited Ravenshaw Girls’ High School, where we saw a display of local foods and dress. In the afternoon, we went to the Secondary Board High School where they had prepared a 'photostory' on the theme 'My Square Mile, my Pride', and we also had an opportunity to observe scientific experiments.  Education in India is more formal than we are used to, with boys and girls sitting separately in rows.
The next day, we went to Kalinga Vidyapitha School, on the outskirts of Cuttack, and took part in their daily outdoor service. It was an amazing experience to stand on stage and see 700 children in rows, according to age, praying together and singing a song to welcome to us. We sang ‘Land of my Fathers’ to one class and a simple lullaby to another.
Moving on to Ravenshaw Collegiate School, we witnessed a number of extracurricular activities that the school specialises in – yoga, singing and traditional dancing - and watched the CD, entitled ‘Come dance with me’, which we had sent from Penboyr School the previous July.  Then we journeyed on to Marwari High School where we saw exhibitions on celebrations and a display of Indian yoga. Our final visit was to Badambadi New Colony High School where, after a tour of the classrooms and visiting an exhibition, we were interviewed by the local Orissa television! We were treated as celebrities and our story appeared in several newspapers, including ‘The Telegraph’.
On Wednesday morning we left very early to reach Government High School for Girls, Kazibar, where, along with about a thousand children and staff, we took part in the National Day celebrations of the Republic of India. Then, following speeches by important guests from the Department of Education, we were invited to join in traditional dancing to Christmas carols with a group of young pupils on stage! It was an unforgettable experience.  That evening we visited Mr Pravat Mishra, Project Co-ordinator in India, and his family for supper when the women in our group proudly wore the saris they had bought earlier.
Over the next two years, we will continue to work with the schools in India on projects such as ‘Sustainability’, ‘Celebrations’ and ‘My home life’. 

During our trip we used 'Skype' to contact the school and our families at home. The schools we visited are hoping to download the program so that the children in India and Wales will be able to see each other and develop relationships.  We hope to use up-to-date technology to form ever closer links between our schools.
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