St Davids Diocese

protocols for Holy Communion Outside the Eucharist, otherwise known as Communion by Extension

The Church in Wales makes provision for Communion by extension in "An order for Holy Communion outside the Eucharist”. This Order has been regarded as the normative form for “Communion by Extension” in parishes.

This provision has the pastoral and worship needs of multi-church benefices and team or group ministries in mind. In these circumstances a congregation may, after formal permission has been sought from the Bishop, receive the Sacrament of Holy Communion "by extension". This means, where the sacrament is taken to a church from another church within the benefice, where the Holy Eucharist has previously been celebrated. Best practice will be to minimise the interval between the services, so that the element of "extension" may be more clearly demonstrated, and to emphasise the dynamics of sacramental fellowship within the benefice.  The provision is intended primarily for Sundays and major Holy Days, but may be used on other occasions when pastoral necessity requires. 
Communion by Extension ought always to be regarded as provisional, looking to circumstances when a priest can be available to preside at the Eucharist. Any particular congregation should never have to rely mainly or exclusively on this way of sharing in the Eucharistic celebration, and efforts should be made to ensure the regular celebration of the Eucharist in every church in so far as local circumstances allow. No congregation should be led to feel that it is a satellite: in fact, every church in a group should be given the opportunity to be the place of the Eucharistic celebration from which Holy Communion will be extended to the other churches in the benefice.

Any scheme for the regular administration of Holy Communion by Extension must be approved by the Bishop. Adequate teaching is necessary before Holy Communion by Extension is introduced, with special care being taken to explain the relationship between the Holy Eucharist and Holy Communion by Extension.

The Archdeacon is to be consulted when Communion by Extension is required.  The Director of Ministry will facilitate in the process of introduction and training.
In view of the public liturgical nature of the Order for Holy Communion outside the Eucharist, special importance attaches to the manner in which the rite is used. The pattern, structure and intention of this liturgy should be noted with care, and everything done to make clear that it is not a Celebration of the Eucharist. For example, ministers will conduct the service from the Prayer Desk or Lectern, and proceed to the altar or holy table only for the purpose of the administration of the Holy Communion.

The Service will be led only by a Deacon, Reader or a Pastoral Eucharist Assistant; all trained and the latter two licensed for this particular task.  Appropriate vesture should be worn.

Reverent care must be taken in handling the consecrated elements. The vessels used should be appropriate for the task - seemly, secure and dignified, and specifically designed for the task – a plastic bottle will not do. The Archdeacon will be able to advise if there are particular questions.

The consecrated Bread and Wine which is not required for Communion shall be reverently consumed, and the vessels cleaned in the customary way. If for any reason the consecrated elements need to be reserved there will be suitable provision for placing them in a church building until required for use.  Under no circumstances will they be kept for long periods in a persons’ home or car.
Whilst the Church in Wales 2006 publication looks different it seems cumbersome and difficult to use side by side with 2004 and 1984.  Therefore, the diocese has produced an experimental form using existing liturgy from Wales and the Anglican Communion. 
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