Church Fabric Regulations


CHURCH FABRIC REGULATIONS

Churches other than Cathedral Churches

1.

The Parochial Church Council shall keep all churches in the parish in repair and shall be responsible to the Representative Body for the proper care, maintenance and upkeep of such churches and their contents.  The Parochial Church Council shall co-operate with the Diocesan Board of Finance and the Diocesan Churches Committee in the quinquennial inspections and shall, under this rule, effect all repairs thereby reasonably advised.

2. 

As regards churches which are within the Faculty Rules, and as regards the contents of such churches, the Parochial Church Council shall observe such Faculty Rules.

3. 

As regards unconsecrated churches which are not subject to the faculty procedure, the Parochial Church Council shall observe faculty rules 2 and 3, and for this purpose faculty rules 2 and 3 shall apply with the term “unconsecrated”  substituted for the term “consecrated”, and:

(a)
except as regards furniture, fittings and murals, with the expression “permission of the Representative Body of the Church in Wales” substituted for the term “faculty”; 

(b)
as regards furniture, fittings and murals, with the expression “permission of the bishop of the diocese” substituted for the term “faculty”.

4.

The churchwardens shall report in writing annually to both the Parochial Church Council and the archdeacon, by completing the form prescribed by the Representative Body, on:

(a)
the state of repair of all churches in the parish and their contents and any outstanding work which they consider to be necessary to maintain them in good repair and condition; and,

(b)
the extent of the insurance which covers the churches and their contents together with any advice and communications received from the insurer.

5.

(1)
The Representative Body shall insure in such manner and for such amounts as it shall think fit:

(a)
all churches in its ownership;

(b)
all buildings within the curtilage of such churches;

(c)
the contents of such churches and buildings; and

(d)
against employer’s liability and liability to third parties in respect thereof.

(2)
The cost of insurances effected under sub-section (1) shall be reclaimed pro rata from the Diocesan Boards of Finance.

(3)
Notwithstanding the provisions of sub-section (1) hereof, the Representative Body may, if it thinks fit, act as its own insurer in part or in whole.

6.

With regard to churches or buildings within the curtilage of a church within a parish which are not in the ownership of the Representative Body, the Parochial Church Council shall ensure that:

(a)
all such churches in the parish (including all buildings within their curtilages) and their contents are insured in accordance with the advice of the insurer, provided that other terms may be agreed with the insurer if the Archdeacon so approves, and provided that the Representative Body may require the insurance to be upon such terms and for such amounts as it thinks fit;

(b)
insurance is effected against employer’s liability and against liability to third parties upon such terms and for such amounts as the Representative Body may from time to time require.
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