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Welcome to Vision - A Newsletter from the Diocesan Ministry Team focusing on vocational matters and nurturing vocations.

The Diocesan Vocations Advisor is available to Parishes and individuals within the Diocese and is willing to speak with individuals or to groups on vocational matters. If a parish group would like me to meet with them or speak to them, please ask your Parish Priest to contact me to arrange this.

A Date for your diary...
Here I am – Tell me more

An introduction to Ordained and Lay Ministries in the Diocese of Swansea and Brecon.

Saturday 20th November 2010 from 10.30 am to 12.30 pm followed by a buffet lunch at the Diocesan Centre, Cathedral Close, Brecon.

If you would like to know more about what the ordained or lay ministry of the Church in our Diocese might have to offer you and you might be able to offer, then come along and hear about them. It will be an opportunity to discover what these varied ministries require from people and how people can contribute to the church’s mission through them.

As a buffet lunch will be provided, let us know you are coming so that we know how many people need lunch.

A Story of Vocation to Ministry...

Fr. Dewi Roberts, Area Dean of Llwchwr Deanery and Vicar of Gowerton, shares his story of vocation with us...
As with most clergy, my calling was unspectacular. It was only after certain events when God was trying his best with me that I really understood what He was doing.

I grew up in a traditional chapel going family. When I was about 12 years old the LEA Doctor came to our school and examined every pupil. This doctor lived next door to my great aunt. He suddenly said to me that he understood that I would become a minister of religion. He told me that my great aunt had told him. This was certainly a surprise because I had never heard of any conversation about my future in the family. I dismissed the conversation and forgot all about the event.

When I went to college in Cardiff I met Heather (who is now my wife) and her father was a parish priest in Llangors. We attended High Mass in St Anne’s church in Roath on Sunday mornings and evening service in Tabernacle the Hayes. St Anne’s drew me to the Anglican Church, especially the devotion to the sacrament and the majesty of the worship. I did feel then that God was calling me to be like the parish priest in that church. However, I felt that I was just imagining things and that I should continue my studies and go into teaching.

Visits to Llangors and being in the Vicarage opened my eyes to the life of a parish priest and this too influenced me greatly; there was a great deal of happiness and contentment in that home.

I was not confirmed until I had married Heather and by then I had started teaching. 

We moved to Treboeth. On a Sunday we went to worship in St Albans. Canon Douglas Davies’ special ministry in that church also had a powerful influence on my life. My prayer life deepened and I was ever more aware of God being with me, yet I thought that He would never want me to be a priest.

It was not until I became increasingly unhappy in my teaching that I would finally accept that God was calling me and that he had probably been prodding me for years.

I went to see Canon Douglas and chatted with my father in law and they did help me to discern whether God was truly calling me. I then visited the Diocesan Director of Ordinands at his Vicarage in Gowerton (where I now live!).

When I announced to others what I was about to do many people said to me that they knew I would be ordained. The frustrating thing was that they hadn’t told me. Then again I would probably have dismissed them.

The calling had taken a few years and I rejected it time after time and yet God did not give up on me. He sent people and events year after year to sow seeds in my mind until I eventually accepted what was truly happening.

Have you seen or read these two books...?

This time round there are two books being reviewed as they are closely related to each other. The first is called “Diverse Gifts – Varieties of Lay and Ordained Ministries in the Church and Community.” The book is edited by Malcolm Torry, a parish priest in the South East of London. It is published by Canterbury Press and costs £14.99 (ISBN 1-85311-696-3). The basic message of the book is that diverse ministry is a gift of God to the church. The book tells the story of many different kinds of ministries, each differing ministry being described by someone within that ministry. The value of the book is that it does truly describe a whole range of ministries, namely, Lay Reader, Church Army Evangelist, Non-stipendiary Minister, Pastoral Auxiliary, Ordained Local Minister, Licenced Lay Worker, Parish Musician, Children’s Church Teacher, Youth Leader, Workplace Chaplain, Prison Chaplain, Higher Education Chaplain, Hospital Chaplain, Stipendiary Minister.

Some of these ministries are familiar to us in the Diocese of Swansea and Brecon, whilst some of them would be new to us. Whilst the book is written by clergy and lay people in South East London, there are similarities to our own Diocese. Southwark Diocese has roughly the same number of stipendiary clergy as us, but many more non-stipendiary clergy and clergy who have what is called “Permission To Officiate.” The message for us is clear in that ministry continues in that corner of England because there is a true diversity of ministry.

The group of people who have written the individual chapters describing their own situations in the book have done so in order to encourage readers of the book to reflect on their own experience, to make links, and to discover and think about the differing kinds of ministries. The book also aims at providing a resource for people who sense a vocation to make a deeper commitment to Christian ministry in some form.

Needless to say, it is an useful book for those already in ministry also because of the main purpose of the book. Here’s one quote from the chapter about Stipendiary Ministry well worth reflection: “There is no job description, there are no increments: There is simply the privilege of being given time to live a life that expresses my deepest convictions.”
“Diverse Gifts” followed closely on from its forerunner, also edited by Malcolm Torry, called “The Parish - People, Place and Ministry: A Theological and Practical Exploration.” It is also published by Canterbury Press at £14.99 (ISBN 1-85311-586-X). Whilst “Diverse Gifts” concentrates on personal ministries, “The Parish” obviously concentrates on place and everything that might happen within a parish. 
The topics covered in this book are: The parish in its Context; Liturgy in the Parish; Pastoral Care in the Parish; Parochial History; The Multicultural Parish; Ecumenism in the Parish; The Parish and the Workplace; Discovering God’s spirit at work in the Parish; Art and Architecture in the Parish; The Parish as a Community in Mission; Young People in the Parish; Regeneration in the Parish; Evangelism in the Parish; The Priest in the Parish; A Bishop to the Parishes; Community and Rethinking Faith in God.
As these titles suggest, the book draws out the fact that the church is far more than a congregation. The church is a congregation which believes that it has a mission to a given area and it is that given area that forms how the congregation approaches its mission. In this sense “a parish is its activity.” With this in mind, a parish is not so much a territory, but what a church does in the community in which it finds itself.
Both books firmly believe that parish or place are integral to ministry of any kind because of the way a given area helps us to focus on the responsibilities of ministry and mission and because of the way a given place or area is where that ministry and mission do, can and should happen. As Malcolm Torry puts it: “If the whole world is one’s parish then actually nowhere is.” 

Have you heard about the Provincial Vocations Strategy?

Did you know .that YOUR Parish and YOUR Area Deanery has been asked by the Governing Body of the Church in Wales to help foster vocations to the ordained and lay ministries of the Church in Wales?
At its April meeting of the Governing Body of the Church in Wales, the Governing Body passed a resolution supporting the Vocations Strategy of the Church in Wales which aims to raise awareness of vocations to ordained and lay ministries in our churches. Part of the resolution stated:

The Governing Body…asks every level of the Church, parishes, deaneries, and dioceses, to collaborate with the Provincial Strategy in seeking to foster such vocations.

We have to wake up to the fact that this involves OUR parish and OUR Area Deanery, since the current and future needs of ministry involve US just as much as other people. Perhaps you saw some of the details about this strategy in the national or church based media. Did you know that in the next five years, about a quarter of the stipendiary (paid) clergy of OUR Diocese will have reached retirement age or will have retired? In the next ten years, over 40% of the Stipendiary clergy of OUR Diocese will have reached retirement age or will have retired. Needless to say, this figure translates itself down to Area Deaneries and parishes. All Area Deaneries in our Diocese have clergy for whom retirement is a feature within the next ten years, and it is very likely that your own Parish Priest is one of these people.

The problem is that the Church in Wales is not ordaining sufficient numbers of Stipendiary clergy to replace these retirements, so we need to make vocations to ordained ministry a priority in our church life from now onwards if our church is to fulfil its mission.  

Yet it is not just about statistics. It is about how we put our beliefs into action. Undergirding the strategy are the following beliefs:
“The Church in Wales has a vocation to be responsive to the reign of God.

God is calling out an effective ministry for this task from amongst the baptised.

The local worshipping community shares together in a common ministry in service of God’s mission in the world.”
So we have to respond to the reign of God; we have to give an effective response to the task of ministry to which the whole church is called because locally we share in God’s mission to the world in the parish in which we live and in the Area Deanery of which we are part.
The Diocesan Vocations Advisor and other members of the Ministry Team are currently raising awareness of the strategy amongst parishes and Area Deaneries. If your parish or Area Deanery wants to know more about the Vocations Strategy and how to respond to it, then get in touch with the Vocations Advisor.

Do you ever listen to “All Things Considered” on Radio Wales?

If you do, then you may have listened to the programme a couple of months ago when Roy Jenkins and his guests took a look at the subject of callings to ministry and the issues surrounding them. If you missed the broadcast, or would like to hear it again, a copy of the broadcast is available from the Diocesan Vocations Advisor. The BBC gave permission for it to be reproduced as a resource and for personal reflection.

One more bookshop…

…In addition to all the Christian Bookshops mentioned in the last issue of Vision, there is also the Link Christian Bookshop, 58, New Road, Skewen. 01792 – 817079.

Finally, please pass this newsletter on to someone who you think might find it useful. If you would like to go on a mailing list to ensure you receive future copies, then please let me know.

This newsletter is also available electronically should anyone require an electronic copy for ease of distribution or for copying and pasting into Parish Magazines.

Many thanks,

Rev’d. Timothy Hewitt

Diocesan Vocations Advisor

The Vicarage, Glan yr Afon, Ystalyfera. Swansea. SA9 2EP.

01639 842257 or 07938040348.
timothyhewitt@swanseaandbrecon.org.uk
